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his edition follows the October 18 afternoon issue, published at 22:42 CEST. The Sunday night produced only two verifi-
able developments after that issue: Meta's explanation that a Claude tool's reading activity triggered the wrongful suspen-
sion of the No Kings Instagram account, and reports that Nscale's IPO backers want a lower valuation after Microsoft

walked away from its Loughton data centre deal. Because so little was new, the fresh window is widened to the start of Sunday
18 October, Paris time, to pick up three Sunday items the previous issue did not carry: Anthropic's Public Benefit Fund, Disney's
agreement to hire most of Character.AI's staff and the vLLM 0.32.0 release. The Verge's October 17 report on websites blocking
AI agents appears only as dated BACKGROUND. No new model release cleared verification, and stories from earlier editions are
not repeated.

5 new or updated dispatches · 1 background item · Previous: 2026-10-18-afternoon
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C o d i ng  &  ag e nt s  NEW

VLLM 0.32.0 FIXES THREE SECURITY
ADVISORIES, TIGHTENS DEFAULT CORS

AND DROPS PYTHON 3.10
Published: 18 Oct 2026, 08:50 CEST

The vLLM project published v0.32.0 on October 18 at 08:50
CEST. The release notes credit 814 commits from 363
contributors.

On security, it fixes three advisories: GHSA-4hhp-h66f-j5j7
(chat template resource exhaustion), GHSA-q97c-p368-75c4 (tok-
enizer max_token_id) and GHSA-frvg-qw88-hww9 (P2P ZMQ
socket exhaustion). CORS no longer allows every origin by default,
untrusted images are limited to raster formats, shared-memory
multimodal cache handles are signed and JSON schemas nested
deeper than 64 levels are rejected.

Breaking changes include dropping Python 3.10, new trans-
formers and tokenizers version pins, removal of cascade attention
and of the torch.compile sequence-parallelism and AsyncTP passes,
no longer reserving max_tokens from the context window, and re-
named Responses API reasoning stream events. Other additions in-
clude a new POST /v1/systemone endpoint for structured deci-
sions and NVFP4 KV-cache support on more GPU generations.

Analysis — why it matters. Analysis: teams serving open-
weight models behind vLLM should treat this as a security up-
grade, but check the CORS default, Python version and stream-
event renames before rolling it out, because each can break existing
clients.

Caveat. Throughput gains quoted in the release notes come
from individual pull-request benchmarks on specific models and
hardware, not independent tests.

Sources

1. vLLM release notes on GitHub <https://github.com/vllm-
project/vllm/releases/tag/v0.32.0> (primary source) Checked: 19
Oct 2026, 06:06 CEST

Ind u s t r y  &  p o li cy  NEW

META SAYS A CLAUDE TOOL'S READING
BURST TRIGGERED THE WRONGFUL

SUSPENSION OF THE NO KINGS
INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT

Published: 19 Oct 2026, 02:07 CEST

Business Insider reported at 02:07 CEST on October 19 that Meta
had given a fuller explanation for locking the No Kings movement's
Instagram account during its Saturday day of action. The group
said the account was locked and administrators were denied access
for several hours while it held rallies to encourage early voting in
the US midterms.

In an X post quoted by Business Insider, Meta spokesperson
Andy Stone said engineers found the spike that triggered the in-
correct enforcement was mainly in the account's 'reading' behavior:
network security systems detected 'the use of a Claude tool reading
profiles, posts, and hashtags,' at a rate that rose about fourfold in
intense bursts on October 17. Stone said the pattern resembled bot
traffic, that an automated re-review restored the account an hour
later, that fixing administrator access took longer, and he repeated
Meta's apology.

Meta had first described the shutdown as an automatic trigger
acting in error. The report does not say who was running the
Claude tool or how it was configured.

Analysis — why it matters. Analysis: legitimate organizations
now run AI agents against social platforms, and anti-bot systems
treat that traffic like automation. Groups that let an agent read
their own accounts may need to throttle it or use official APIs, espe-
cially before high-visibility events.

Caveat. This account rests on Meta's statement as quoted by
Business Insider; we did not read the X post directly. This edi-
tion found no Anthropic comment, and the operator of the
Claude tool is not identified.

Sources

1. Business Insider <https://www.businessinsider.com/meta-says-sus-
pending-no-kings-account-was-done-in-error-2026-10> (reporting)
Checked: 19 Oct 2026, 06:05 CEST
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Ind u s t r y  &  p o li cy  NEW

MICROSOFT WALKS AWAY FROM NSCALE'S
LOUGHTON DATA CENTRE DEAL, AND IPO
BACKERS PUSH FOR A LOWER VALUATION

Published: 18 Oct 2026

According to SiliconANGLE, which cites a Sunday report in The
Telegraph, Microsoft has ended an agreement to rent AI infra-
structure at Nscale's planned facility in Loughton, Essex. The
project had faced repeated construction delays, and UK grid offi-
cials told Nscale they could not supply adequate power to the site
until the 2030s. Nscale had planned to install 23,040 Nvidia GPUs
there by the first quarter of 2027, for an initial 50 megawatts of
capacity.

An Nscale spokesperson told The Telegraph that its relationship
with Microsoft remains 'strong and long-term', that the grid issue
does not affect its other Microsoft contracts, and that it is explor-
ing alternative power sources for Loughton. SiliconANGLE re-
ports that Microsoft and Anthropic account for about 85% of
Nscale's contract value, according to its IPO filing.

Overnight, PYMNTS relayed a Bloomberg News report that
some Nscale backers are balking at an IPO valuation goal of around
$30 billion and suggesting $16 billion to $19 billion instead.
SiliconANGLE separately cites a target of about $35 billion for a
$3 billion raise on the New York Stock Exchange under the ticker
NSCL. The two figures come from different press reports and have
not been confirmed by the company.

Analysis — why it matters. Analysis: grid connection, not only
GPU supply, is now setting the pace for AI data centres, and a neo-
cloud that depends on two customers is exposed when either one
leaves a site.

Caveat. We did not read The Telegraph or Bloomberg directly;
facts come from secondary reports. This edition found no public
Microsoft statement. Valuation figures are reported, not com-
pany-confirmed, and they differ between sources.

Sources

1. SiliconANGLE <https://siliconangle.com/2026/10/18/neocloud-operator-
nscales-ipo-plans-could-be-at-risk-after-microsoft-pulls-the-plug-on-u-k-data-
center-project/> (reporting) Checked: 19 Oct 2026, 06:06 CEST

2. PYMNTS (citing Bloomberg News)
<https://www.pymnts.com/news/investment-tracker/ipo/2026/nscale-in-
vestors-seek-lower-ipo-target-amid-ai-related-concerns/> (reporting)
Checked: 19 Oct 2026, 06:06 CEST

Ind u s t r y  &  p o li cy  NEW

ANTHROPIC COMMITS 5% OF ITS SHARES
TO A NEW PUBLIC BENEFIT FUND THAT

GROWS WITH ITS VALUATION
Published: 18 Oct 2026, 18:49 CEST

Anthropic said on October 18 (18:49 CEST) that, subject to stock-
holder approval, it is committing 5% of its shares to the Anthropic
Public Benefit Fund, with a further 2% to be added at the board's
discretion for every 50% increase in the company's value above a
set baseline. The baseline has not been published.

The fund is a wholly owned LLC rather than a 501(c)(3), which
Anthropic says leaves room for large donations to nonprofits or di-
rect distributions to specific populations. It names AI's effect on the
labor market as one example, building on a previously announced
$200 million commitment, and says none of the fund's equity will
be used for lobbying or political giving, in the US or abroad.

Combined with the co-founders' pledge to donate 80% of their
equity and an employee donation-match program in which about
half of staff take part, Anthropic says roughly 20% of its shares
would be dedicated to the public good. It promises details on gover-
nance and the valuation milestones in the coming months. The
BBC notes the move comes as Anthropic prepares a possible stock
market listing, and reports that Elon Musk replied: 'I recommend
giving the shares directly to the public.'

Analysis — why it matters. Analysis: the pledge ties philan-
thropy to market value ahead of a listing; how much it delivers de-
pends on stockholder approval, the undisclosed baseline and the
governance details Anthropic has not yet published.

Caveat. This is a company commitment, not a completed trans-
fer: it needs stockholder approval, and the extra 2% tranches are
discretionary. The 20% total is Anthropic's own estimate and in-
cludes existing pledges.

Community reaction (opinion, not verified fact)
“The greatest public benefit you could provide would be to open
source your models.”

— ryan_glass on Hacker News

“It feels disingenuous when a company attaches to market valua-
tion the amount of public good they do.”

— herunan on Hacker News

Sources

1. Anthropic <https://www.anthropic.com/news/public-benefit-fund>
(primary source) Checked: 19 Oct 2026, 06:04 CEST

2. TechCrunch <https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/18/anthropic-says-its-
committing-5-of-its-shares-to-a-public-benefit-fund/> (reporting)
Checked: 19 Oct 2026, 06:04 CEST

3. BBC News <https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cm2kez327gdko> (re-
porting) Checked: 19 Oct 2026, 06:06 CEST
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Ind u s t r y  &  p o li cy  NEW

DISNEY AGREES TO HIRE MOST OF
BANKRUPT CHARACTER.AI'S

WORKFORCE, A COURT FILING SHOWS
Published: 18 Oct 2026, 18:30 CEST

TechCrunch reported on October 18 (18:30 CEST) that a legal fil-
ing spotted by Bloomberg shows Disney agreed to make job offers
to at least 60 Character.AI employees, the majority of the chatbot
startup's workforce, with estimated annual compensation of $60
million. The filing says the 'vast majority' of those offered jobs
accepted.

Character.AI filed for bankruptcy earlier in the week. The
startup had previously said Disney agreed to buy some of its assets
for $20 million, and its former CEO, Karandeep Anand, recently
became Disney's first CTO. Disney's offer is a stalking-horse bid, so
another buyer could still come in higher.

According to TechCrunch, the filing says that despite a 'large
and engaged user base', Character.AI was hobbled by high costs
and 'potential litigation-related liabilities and regulatory
engagement'.

Analysis — why it matters. Analysis: this is another case of a
large company absorbing an AI startup's team and selected assets
through a structured deal rather than a full acquisition, here inside
a bankruptcy process.

Caveat. We did not read the court filing or Bloomberg's report
directly. The asset sale is not final while the stalking-horse
process runs.

Sources

1. TechCrunch <https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/18/disney-agrees-to-hire-
the-majority-of-character-ais-workforce/> (reporting) Checked: 19 Oct
2026, 06:04 CEST

B A C K G R O U N D  —  O L D E R  O R  U N D A T E D  C O N T E X T

Earlier or undated items, carried for context only. They are not new reporting.
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C o d i ng  &  ag e nt s  B AC KG R O U ND  —  O LD ER  C O NT EXT

BACKGROUND: WEBSITES INCLUDING YELP, DELTA,
JPMORGAN AND SCHWAB RESTRICT AI AGENTS

Published: 17 Oct 2026, 15:00 CEST

The Verge reported on October 17 that users of agents such as
Meta's Muse, xAI's Grok, OpenAI's Dots and Instinct have hit
blocks on major websites. Yelp told TechCrunch it only allows
agents that pay for its data licensing program, Delta is preventing
them from booking tickets, and JPMorgan Chase and Charles
Schwab confirmed they block agents from accessing accounts over
security concerns.

Meta said in a post earlier this month that 'turning away a per-
sonal agent means turning away the customer behind it', and has
partnered with retailers including Walmart, Gap, Sephora and Best
Buy to let Muse shop on their sites. The report was widely discussed
on Hacker News over the weekend; it is listed here as context for this
edition's No Kings story, not as new news.

Analysis — why it matters. Analysis: whether agents are wel-
come on a site is increasingly set by business deals and anti-bot
rules, not by what the agent can technically do.

Caveat. Published October 17, before the previous edition's win-
dow; the blocks are company statements and user reports col-
lected by The Verge.

Community reaction (opinion, not verified fact)
“Most content has been behind a paywall / login wall for years”

— mvkel on Hacker News

“The whole web is based on selling people's attention, providing
free services as "payment" to people.”

— spwa4 on Hacker News

Sources

1. The Verge <https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-
intelligence/1013195/ai-agents-blocked-web> (reporting) Checked: 19
Oct 2026, 06:07 CEST

K E Y  P A T T E R N S  —  E D I T O R I A L  A N A L Y S I S

— AI agents are colliding with platform defenses from both sides: Meta's anti-bot systems shut out a legitimate group using a Claude tool, while
banks and retailers deliberately block outside agents.

— Power and customer concentration, not only chips, now decide whether AI data-centre projects survive, as the Nscale and Microsoft split shows.
— With listings approaching, AI companies are reshaping their capital structures and teams, from Anthropic's valuation-linked fund to Disney ab-

sorbing Character.AI's staff.

S O U R C E  C O V E R A G E  &  C O L O P H O N

CO L L ECT I O N  EN G I N E

Version: 3.28.0
Ran this edition: yes
Engine look-back: 2 days

SO U RCE STAT U S

reddit: ok
youtube: ok
hackernews: ok
polymarket: unreachable
github: ok
devto: ok

CO V ERA G E N O T ES

— Fresh window widened from the previous issue (22:42 CEST,
October 18) to 00:00 CEST on October 18 because only two verifi-
able developments appeared overnight. Items published on October
18 are new to this journal, not necessarily announced since the last
issue; each dispatch gives its own timestamp.

EN G I N E FO O T ER

---
 All agents reported back!
├─  Reddit: 16 threads │ 1,013 upvotes │ 368 comments
├─  YouTube: 2 videos │ 784,350 views │ 0/2 with transcripts
├─  HN: 25 stories │ 405 points │ 417 comments
├─  dev.to: 12 articles │ 124 reactions │ 19 comments

https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=50141727
https://news.ycombinator.com/item?id=50141684
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/1013195/ai-agents-blocked-web
https://www.theverge.com/ai-artificial-intelligence/1013195/ai-agents-blocked-web


— The installed last30days engine completed with 71 evidence items
across five returning sources, followed by native web supplements
and direct primary-source checks. Evidence-item counts are not ver-
ified-development counts.

— Polymarket was unreachable because TLS hostname verification
failed; verification was not bypassed. Reddit returned evidence de-
spite an HTTP 422 on one listing sub-request, and YouTube tran-
script requests were rate-limited (HTTP 429). X was not searched.
Failed or missing coverage is not read as an absence of discussion.

— The configured web search backend was unavailable and its keyless
fallback supplied partial results; the text extractor was unavailable,
so public HTTPS pages were fetched directly with normal certifi-
cate validation. The Wall Street Journal returned HTTP 401, and
The Telegraph and Bloomberg were not read directly.

— Excluded after checks: OpenAI's unannounced 'aurora' model IDs
(sightings, no announcement), Google's Harness2 (repository cre-
ated October 6; the weekend Reddit post is a recirculation), Meta
Muse Wonder (October 16), Gemini 4 Argon (October 13), the
TreeOPSD preprint (October 16), Cohere's planned AISLE acqui-
sition (October 15), Claude Code 2.1.303 (bug fixes only) and items
already reported in earlier editions.

— Community comments are literal, attributed Hacker News replies
checked against the comment pages; they are anecdotal, not evi-
dence. No browser-cookie access, optional service or credential
signup, paid enrichment, TLS bypass, Job Alerts edits or schedule
changes were used. Research logs and full provenance remain
private.

├─  GitHub: 16 items │ 9 reactions │ 21 comments
├─  Top voices: r/singularity, r/artificial, r/OpenAI
---
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